“Wihatyin,

“What in the world is going on?” You have probably
asked this question or a similar one more than once in the
last year. We ask this question when we perceive that what is
happening does not seem to square with our understanding
of how things are supposed to be. It assumes there is a God,
and that He has a plan and a purpose for our lives. It also
assumes that present conditions seem to contradict that
plan.

“What in the world is going on?” Some of the great
men of the Bible asked this of God. When Job’s life seemed
to crumble, his family, flocks and wealth suddenly snatched
from him by the cruel hand of fate, he pressed God for an
explanation of what was going on in his world.

Job 23:1-5 says, “Then Job answered and said, Even to day
is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.
Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come
even to his seat! I would order my cause before him, and fill
my mouth with arguments. I would know the words which he
would answer me, and understand what he would say unto
me.” Job was saying, “What is going on! I want to talk to
God about this”

Habakkuk also questioned what God was doing when
God informed him that He was about to chastise Judah by
means of the cruel and wicked Chaldeans. You can read all
about this in Habakkuk 1:12 thru 2:1.

In Psalm 73, Asaph confesses questioning what God
was doing, coming dangerously close to accusing God of
disregarding His promises. He could not understand what
in the world God was doing by allowing the wicked to
prosper and the righteous to suffer.
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“I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That they
may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. I
form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.”
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Isaiah 45:5-7

I believe at this point everyone of us could agree with
Job, Habakkuk and Asaph. “What in the world is going
on?” Between the pandemic, the election and the change in
direction that our country is going through politically, we
are all saying, “What in the world is going on?”

In each of these biblical instances, the question, “What
in the world is going on?” was unanswered. God did not
explain to Job why he allowed Satan to afflict him. Neither
Asaph nor Habakkuk were given the explanation they
sought. The focus of each of these men was redirected from
the problems which perplexed them to God. Once they
came to view their circumstances in light of who God is
rather than seeing God in the light of their circumstances,
they ceased to question God. They still did not know the
plan-- “What in the world is going on?”--but they did
know the Planner. That was enough. Knowing the Planner
should be enough to answer our question also.

“What in the world is going on?” I don’t know but I
know the One who does! Romans 8:28 says, “And we know
that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose.” I can’t
see how all this is working for His good, but I know it is.
All T have to do is continue following His leadership and
trusting His plan for my life. Proverbs 3:5 and 6 says, “Trust
in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths.”

Oh that we would see God for who He is!
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